
TREE STUDY

Spring:

9 Choose a tree that is close by.

9 Take a photo of your tree when it is still bare

9 Take another photo when it is in flower.

9 Clip off a small branch. Draw a twig with a bud, noting the date. Put the branch in a vase of
water in a sunny window and watch it closely over the next few days. Draw your observations on
the same page, noting the dates. 

9 Note the dates that the buds start to open on your tree outside, and the first flowers and leaves
appear. Choose a branch on the tree and draw what changes you see each day.

9 Dissect a bud. Cut it in half. Draw and write about what you find. Compare with buds from
other trees.

9 Take a picture of the flowers, pick one to press.

9 Take a picture of the new leaves, and pick one to press.

9 How do the colours change? Using a paint swatch, see if you can match the colour of green.

9 What else lives in your tree? Look for lichen, moss, insects. Take a sample of any plant
material. Draw any insects you come across.

Summer:

9 Take a photo of your tree in full leaf.

9 Pick one of the leaves on a hot summer day to press.

9 Take a photo looking up through the leaves into the sky.

9 Pick and press a leaf from different trees you come across
during the summer.

9 How do the colours change? Using a paint swatch, see if
the colour of green is the same as in the spring.

9 Sit under your tree for half an hour or so. Record the
sounds you hear. Lean your ear against the trunk and see if
you can hear water moving up it.

9 Describe a leaf from your tree - use technical leaf terms.

9 Identify your tree. What is it’s proper latin name?

9 Find the biggest leaf and the smallest leaf on your tree, pick and press them.



9 Check your tree for damaged leaves. Sketch the damage you find. What is causing it?

Fall:

9 Draw a map showing the location of your tree.

9 Give your tree a name (the tallest tree in the world is called General
Sherman).

9 What does your tree smell like? Crush a leaf between your fingers until
the juice comes out. Mix it with half a cup water and smell the contents.

Describe it.

9 Paint a silhouette of your tree - what is it’s basic shape?

9 Estimate your tree’s height. Stand 15 paces from your tree. Hold a
pencil at arms length. Line up the bottom of the pencil with the base of
your tree. Gradually walk backwards until the tip is lined up with the top.
Turn pencil parallel to the ground. The point on the ground that lines up
with the tip of your pencil is the height of your tree. Pace out the distance.

9 How old is your tree? Measure girth about 3 feet off the ground. Every
inch corresponds to about one year.

9 Take a couple photos of your tree as it begins to change colour.

9 Choose a few of the prettiest leaves to press.

9 How important is bark? Peel off ½" of bark at the base of a small twig. Note what happens to
the twig.

9 Create a leaf skeleton. Find some large leaves. Simmer at low heat for ½ hour in water. Leave
outside in a bucket for a few weeks Rinse in clean water and let dry.

Winter:

9 Notice the branching patterns of your tree. Draw a rough sketch of how your tree branches out.
Look closely at one branch and draw it as detailed as you can.

9 Look at the bark of your tree. Do a rubbing. Take a photo.

9 Are there any roots visible in the ground. Look at them closely and
describe them in detail.

9 Find out about your tree. Does it have a history? What can it’s wood be
used for? Where does it grow? Write a report on your tree.

9 Research how trees are doing in our world. What damages them? Look into forestry practices.
Look into organizations that protect forests.

9 Find out how trees are recycled naturally. See if you can find a fallen tree in the forest and
notice how it differs from a living tree. Write about it using illustrations.


