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Alexander Graham Bell is 
famous for inventing the 
telephone, but he was also 
very interested in flight.
He started with kites, 
pulling them along with 
a steamboat on the Bras 
D’Or Lake. He was suc-
cessful in having one stay 
in the air for seven min-
utes before it crashed 
into the lake and was de-
stroyed.
He next tried gliders and 

eventually someone had the idea of putting an engine on a glider. It took a while 
to perfect the ability to control the direction of the plane but each time improve-
ments were made.
The Silver Dart was the fourth plane built under the guidance of Mr. Bell, and in-
cluded all the improvements that had been discovered: adjustable flaps in the wings, 
a water-cooled engine and a special silvery coating to waterproof the wings. It was 
successfully flown in New York and then taken apart and brought to Baddeck in 
Nova Scotia.
On the 23rd of February, 1909, the Silver Dart, piloted by John McCurdy rose into 
the air over Bras D’Or Lake and flew for half a mile before landing safely. It was 
the first powered, heavier-than-air machine to fly in Canada.
Alexander Graham Bell was also in-
volved in the first planes to be de-
signed, built and flown in Canada. They 
were designed by John McCurdy and 
Frederick Baldwin, and built in Bell’s 
laboratory. They were called the Bad-
deck 1 and Baddeck 2.

Baddeck 2



Make a Paper Airplane
There are many ways of making paper airplanes that fly. Maybe you have a favou-
rite already! Here is one that my son likes to make. You can either print out the 
sheet with all the fold lines or just use a plain 8.5 x 11 sheet of paper and follow 
the directions. An adult may have to help you understand all the folds the first 
time or two.

Once you have made one and tried it out, maybe you would find it fun to try out 
another plane design, or make one smaller or bigger, and see which flies better. 




